Consumer electronic gadgets have become an inevitable part of modern-day life. Inside your PC, your mobile phone, your
MP3 player or game console, most components are connected to the circuit board with solder containing tin. Today the
electronics industry accounts for 35 per cent of the world’s tin consumption.

As our demand for consumer electronics increases, so does the demand for minerals — and in some countries this demand
is fuelling violent conflict. For example, the income from tin ore is lining the pockets of armed groups in some areas of the

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), one of the mineral richest countries — producing 2-3 per cent of world’s tin.

Three years ago, eastern DRC's richest mine, Bisie, was controlled by one of the region’s most prominent warlords. During
the period of his control, tin ore from Bisie found its way to international markets. At the time of writing, Bisie is under the
control of a non-integrated brigade of the army, which has also committed many crimes against humanity.
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. \ NN WHAT CAN BE DONE?
TALTRY A LR G T T In April 2007, makel Tfair contacted the 20 market leaders of consumer
O TR LT 0L VG L A LT electronics. They argued that it is difficult to trace metals and that they cannot
LR A TR e A influence the extractive industry since they, as individual companies, only use
3434 LA AL E R imited amounts of metals in their products. However, as this report shows, the
F - o 2% electronics industry is a significant tin user. There is a direct link between their .
T . » products and mining in the DRC, Indonesia and many other developing countries. »
i WWW m leleCH r,O rg makelTfair is calling on big brand electronics companies to take responsibility
Wi W » _grar for the human rights abuses and environmental degradation taking place at '
' Fallaus o™ 11 the bottom of their supply chain. If they act together, they could make a huge
difference — helping to reduce environmental damage and violent conflict.
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